
The Colorado River supplies drinking water to more than 36 million people, irrigates 
more than 5 million acres of land, produces 4,200 megawatts of hydropower, and 
supports a thriving $26 billion recreation and tourism industry. Over-allocation and 
dramatic population growth are increasing water demands while drought and warming 
temperatures are diminishing supply.

Our Colorado River Program works with cities, irrigation companies, businesses and 
other non-profit organizations, as well as federal, state and local water managers, to 
devise new ways to store, allocate and distribute water equitably so that all those who 
need water can thrive. 

WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP
The number of people who rely on Colorado River Basin water is projected to grow as 
much as 50 percent by 2060, reaching 50 million. We are working to protect water 
supplies for both people and nature, such as:

• Water banking: Finding ways to distribute water between farms, cities, and river 
ecosystems during extreme shortages

• Agricultural water-use efficiency: Increasing water-use efficiency, freeing up supplies 
that can be used to meet cities’ needs and restore healthy river flows

• Groundwater recharge networks: Protecting lands where runoff can be captured to 
replenish groundwater, the area’s principal source of drinking water

• Optimization of dam & reservoir operations: Changing the management of dams to 
improve water quality and supply, restore wildlife habitat and support recreation

Together, we can better ensure a healthy and abundant water supply for our local 
communities, farms, and environment.

The Colorado River provides water for 33 million people across 
seven states. Photos from top: ©UPDATE © Sharon Davis/The 
Nature Conservancy ©Nick Hall

Our Goal: Restore and protect high-quality water supplies for cities, farms, and the environment

For more information visit: 
nature.org/coloradoriver
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Colorado River at Sorrel River Ranch in Utah. Photo: © Tom Till

The Gila River is one of the last major free-flowing rivers in the southwest. The 
Conservancy has protected more than 1,200 acres along the Gila and is working to 
incorporate the latest science into protecting and restoring the river.
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