
Thousands of dams—many 100-150 years old—affect river flow, often cutting off the 
migrations of fish and other aquatic species completely. Fish habitat becomes truncated, 
spawning migrations are altered, and, in summer, water temperatures rise and oxygen 
levels drop because of slow river flow.

Many of these dams are outdated and are no longer in service, but their impacts remain. 
Removing them is politically and practically more feasible than removing a major 
hydropower project. Getting streams as close to their natural state as possible means 
they will need less maintenance, and be more effective and sustainable long-term.

WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP
The Nature Conservancy works with private land owners, municipal leaders, federal 
agencies and others to remove and rebuild problematic dams from Maine to Virginia. 
With your support, we will:

• Identify and select dams with highest impact for aquatic species and habitat to be
removed

• Build strong relationships with landowners to make them aware of the impacts of
their dams and how removing them can help

• Reopen waterways to increase habitat and spawning grounds for New England’s many
aquatic migratory species

• Improve stream conservation to provide recreation areas and critical habitats

• Reduce dam liability, especially for those in disrepair with decades of disuse

Together, we can restore our rivers to more natural state, encouraging the self-healing of 
these waterways and reestablishing the habitats of wildlife such as dwarf wedge 
mussels, sea-run brown trout, sea-run Atlantic salmon, river herring, and more.

Removing dams restores routes for migratory fish, opens 
opportunities for people to enjoy the outdoors, and allows 
communities to live without fear of flooding caused by dam failure.
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Our Goal: Remove and rebuild 14,000 dams to restore natural migratory pattern of declining fish populations

For more information visit: 
nature.org/damremoval
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East Coast Dam Removal 
RESTORING RIVERS TO THEIR NATURAL STATE

A portion of the old Howland Dam on the Penobscot River in Howland, Maine. This is one of several dams that was altered to restore the Penobscot to a more natural flow.  © Bridget Besaw

The removal of the West Britannia Dam in Taunton, MA will reconnect 500 acres of 
lake habitat and more than 30 river miles to the Atlantic coast in Narragansett Bay, RI.

Critical Habitat Recovery


