
The Mississippi River Basin supports precious wildlife habitat, 
drinking water for millions, and a robust economy that generates 
billions of dollars annually. Photos from top: © U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers; USDA NRCS; © Jonathan Grassi; © Carlton Ward Jr.

Our Goal: A 20 percent reduction of nitrogen and phosphorus entering the Mississippi River system by 2025

For more information visit: 
nature.org/greatriver
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Mississippi River Basin 
HEALTHY RIVERS, HEALTHY GULF

The flowing waters and diverse landscapes of the great Mississippi River Basin connect millions of people across the country and beyond. Over the years, this great river has gifted America with unparalleled recreational 
and economic opportunities that have defined our way of life. Today, the Mississippi needs our help to heal and return to the vibrant river it is meant to be. © 2012 Richard Hamilton Smith

The Mississippi River Basin cradles an astounding 1,245 million square miles in 31 
states—forming the world’s fourth largest river basin. The river quenches our thirst, 
nourishes our crops, energizes our homes, and sustains robust fisheries, which provide 
food, jobs, and economic security to millions of people.

But each year, massive amounts of nutrients—mostly nitrogen and phosphorous—from 
sewage treatment plants, farms and other sources run off into the river basin and 
downstream to the Gulf of Mexico. This creates a massive dead zone that chokes 
marine life, hampers recreation and tourism, and jeopardizes the region’s fisheries.

WHY WE NEED YOUR HELP
The Conservancy is collaborating with partners to target areas contributing the highest 
levels of nitrogen and phosphorous to reduce runoff contributing to the dead zone. With 
your support, we will:

• Use the best available science to direct funding to proven, measurable solutions; 

• Rally stakeholders to create and replicate successful water quality programs in key 
landscapes; 

• Engage the agriculture industry to promote conservation practices throughout their 
supply chain; and 

• Restore wetlands and floodplains to improve water quality, provide recreation areas 
and critical habitats, and reduce flood risk.

Together, we have a unique opportunity to restore America’s river to health, a healing 
that will reverberate throughout the communities that rely on the river and Gulf for 
generations to come.

The Atchafalaya River Basin is the largest bottomland, hardwood forest swamp 
left in North America, and in many ways it's the kidneys of the Mississippi River. 
The Conservancy is working to improve the health of this vital river.

Featured Project


